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PEORIA — An Illinois business looking to be more energy efficient doesn’t have to be left out in the cold. The Smart Energy Design
Assistance Center, managed by the University of Illinois, staged a program last week at the Peoria NEXT Innovation Center, 820 W.
Main St., that outlined ways the agency can help companies.
SEDAC provides a wide range of programs, from quick advice to energy audits and economic analysis, said Andy Robinson, an energy
engineer with the agency. “It’s a free service. We provide free energy assessments,” he said.
Robinson and other SEDAC staff members explained how the agency works while outlining past case studies. He stressed the
importance of each business having an “energy champion” to make sure that reports and assessments “don’t just sit on a shelf.”
Being more energy efficient is likely to be more important than ever with Illinois adopting more stringent energy codes for buildings
in 2012, noted Emmy Riley, a SEDAC engineer.
“Energy is a thing you manage,” said SEDAC manager Donald Fournier. “While there’s no silver bullet when it comes to improving
energy efficiency, you also face the cost of not doing anything,” he said.
A wide variety of energy-saving measures were cited in the program, including using more efficient bulbs for lighting, sealing drafts
and the tuning and replacement of equipment. “In a typical building, you can save 30 percent of the energy used annually with some
basic changes,” said Fournier.
Sometimes, minor adjustments can lead to big energy savings, he said. A library that SEDAC worked with in the state was able to save
$100,000 in annual energy expenditures simply by reducing the time that fans were programmed to come on before the facility
opened.
“Sometimes we find that heating and cooling systems are fighting each other, resulting in energy waste and higher costs for building
owners,” said SEDAC engineer Greg Swiss.
Energy improvement efforts must be maintained Ð not just applied and forgotten, said Fournier. “It needs to be a continuous
process,” he said. More information is available at sedac.org. ÊÊ
Contact Steve Tarter at 686-3260 or starter@pjstar.com.
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