
Navigating energy codes

( with a focus on IECC)



Code and standards are available for purchase or 
can be accessed online. Watch out for state or 

municipal amendments! 

Illinois 
Amendments

ASHRAE 
90.1IECC

https://www2.illinois.gov/cdb/business/codes/IllinoisAccessibilityCode/Documents/2018%20Illinois%20Specific%20Amendments%20with%20Modifications%20Shown.pdf
https://ashrae.iwrapper.com/ASHRAE_PREVIEW_ONLY_STANDARDS/STD_90.1_2019
https://codes.iccsafe.org/content/IECC2018P4


Navigating the IECC

The IECC is divided into Commercial 
Provisions and Residential Provisions. 

The first three chapters of the Commercial 
and Residential provisions address scope, 
administration, definitions, and general 
requirements. 



Navigating the IECC
Chapter 3 contains a climate zone map: It’s important 
to find out what climate zone your project is in!  This 
will determine the requirements you must follow. 

A project in 
Chicago will 
be in climate 
zone 5A



Navigating the IECC

Chapter 4 contains the energy 
efficiency requirements, and 
chapter 5 addresses how the 
requirements apply to existing 
buildings. 



Navigating the IECC

If you want to look up a requirement for a project 
you are working on, first determine the category: 
• Envelope (C402), 
• Mechanical Systems (C403), 
• Service Water Heating (C404), or
• Electrical Power & Lighting (C405)

Example: Want to know what the air barrier 
requirements are? Go to Section C402 Building 
Envelope Requirements. Scroll down until you find 
the section on air leakage (C402.5). 
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