
What energy codes and 
standards does your state or 

municipality use? 



Energy codes and standards are updated every 
three years

ASHRAE 90.1 began in 1975 and is 
updated every 3 years. The latest 

edition was published in 2019. 

The IECC was created in 2000 and has 
been updated every 3 years. The latest 

edition was published in 2021



Energy consumption is gradually reduced each code/standard cycle. 

Baseline energy 
consumption in 
1985 for model 
residential home

Baseline energy 
consumption in 
2018 for model 
residential home



Building energy codes are administered on the state or local level

Three basic options:

Adopt/amend the 
model national 
code: IECC

or

Use ASHRAE 90.1, 90.2 
Standard as basis for 
state or local code

or

Create state-
specific energy 
code



Different states use different codes and editions (2015, 2018, 2021, etc.)



Illinois and Nevada have 
adopted the 2018 IECC with 
amendments. 

Hawaii has adopted the 
2015 IECC with 
amendments

Some states adopt/amend the IECC



Oregon uses 
ASHRAE 90.1-2016 for 
commercial 

Some states base their code on ASHRAE standards

Maine uses ASHRAE 90.1-2007 
(though only municipalities 
over 4,000 in population are 
required to enforce their code) 



A few states do their own thing

California has its own 
energy code that is 
stricter than the IECC 
or ASHRAE 90.1

Colorado requires local 
jurisdictions to adopt one 
of the 3 most recent IECC 
versions

Alaska has no mandatory 
code, but does have a 
standard based on 2012 
IECC and ASHRAE 90.1-
2010, with amendments



Many states and municipalities have amendments 
to the model codes and standards

Illinois has amendments to 
the IECC

The City of Chicago has also made 
amendments to the IECC



How can I find out what code my state uses? 
https://www.energycodes.gov/status-state-energy-code-adoption

https://www.energycodes.gov/status-state-energy-code-adoption


Does my municipality have separate code or 
amendments? Hint: Look up the municipal building department
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