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Mission: Decrease the energy footprint of Illinois and beyond.



The Illinois Green Business Program was 
founded in 2008 by the Illinois Green Business 
Association (IGBA)

• Mission: make it easier for businesses to go green
• Bring national expertise to Illinois businesses
• Sustainable business as a standard practice

Partnership between IGBA and the Smart Energy 
Design Assistance Center (SEDAC) at the 
University of Illinois

The Illinois Green Business 
Program



• Drivers of Sustainability in Business

• Benefits of Business Sustainability

• The Illinois Green Business Program

• Sustainability Tips & Resources for All Businesses

• Discussion and questions

Webinar Overview



What is Driving Sustainability in 
Business?



In business, sustainability refers to doing business 
without negatively impacting the environment, 
community, or society as a whole

Shared Value Opportunity: “doing good” can have a direct 
impact on your company’s ability to do well

Sustainability in Business.



National & International Initiatives
• 90% of the world’s corporations are reporting on sustainability 

activities

• Corporations are investing in their customers and supply chains
• “Race to Net Zero” by 2050 – UN’s Campaign

• Intuit – Halve GHGs of 50% of customers by 2030

• Carbon accounting and climate baselining becoming more 

prevalent; intersection with equity

• Small business sustainability initiates growing nationally, 

regionally, locally



Why does business sustainability 
matter?
• Many businesses are still recovering from the 

pandemic

• Cost of goods are increasing

• New incentives & funding opportunities 

emerging regularly

• Limited time and capacity to investigate & 

implement things outside of core business 

operations



Employees care.
70% of employees and job seekers 
say a sustainability program makes 
an employer more appealing.

44% of executives consider their 
company’s climate initiatives to be 
an effective tool for recruitment 
and retention.

Times Magazine, August 2022 https://time.com/charter/6208773/sustainable-workplace-cx/



What makes a “good company”? 
The Shelton Group found that consumers think that 
a “good company” is one that:

Customers care.

Makes a real 
commitment 

to climate 
change

Recycles or 
produces 
recyclable 

items

Carries U.S. 
made or eco-

friendly 
products

Treats its 
employees 

well

Works to 
reduce waste

Communication 
is key!



Customers care.

Oracle - No Planet B: How Can Business and Technology Help Save the World? 2022 Report:  
https://www.oracle.com/a/ocom/docs/applications/esg-study-no-planet-b-report.pdf 



The impacts of our changing climate affect our communities.

Align your company with regional climate reduction goals

& maintain beautiful places to live & work in the region!



But you don’t have to move 
mountains to make an impact.

Just start somewhere.



The Illinois Green Business 
Program



What is a “Green Business”?
• Saves money by wasting less

• Creates cleaner and healthier places to 

live and work

• Engages employees and their 

community in green practices

• On a journey of continuous improvement



Team of sustainability specialists uncovering 
opportunities for your unique business.

One-stop shop for sustainability resources, incentives, etc. 
and support to start your sustainability journey.

Recognition for your green efforts.

Helps businesses reach goals and provides a 
green marketplace for consumers

What is a Green Business Program?



Save money by wasting less.

Identify unique sustainability solutions that 
increase efficiency.

Enhance your brand with positive, sustainable 
PR and differentiation in the regional market.

Attract customers who care about their 
community and the environment.

Save time and valuable resources by not 
approaching sustainability alone. 

Business Benefits.



Light Manufacturing 
Logistics & Distribution
Office & Retail
• Real estate
• Banking
• Retail
• Janitorial services 
• Nonprofits
• Office-based businesses
Hotel & Lodging
Restaurant & Café
• Grocery stores
Auto Body & Repair
Dry Cleaners

Sectors we work with. Coming Soon: 
Schools/Education



Three key steps:

How we help businesses.

Assess 
Opportunities Take Action Get 

Recognized!



Step 1: Assess Opportunities
We focus your efforts through 
benchmarking.

Restaurant Example



Step 1: Assess Opportunities

Office Example



Step 1: Assess Opportunities
We assess your operations.



Step 1: Assess Opportunities
We build a green action plan.



Step 2: Take Action
We help you move projects 
forward.

Goal: Reduce Energy Use
• Pursue green action plan items that reduce energy
• Connect to ComEd and Nicor Energy Efficiency Programs

• FREE energy assessments
• Instant Discounts
• Free equipment
• Incentives!

• Navigate equipment replacements



Step 2: Take Action



Step 2: Take Action
We help you track progress.



Step 3: Get Recognized
We amplify your 
accomplishments!

- Press release
- Social media
- Public map listing
- County-wide Choose 

DuPage Promotion
- Statewide 

recognition (IGBA + 
SEDAC)

- Recognition event 
(announcement coming)



Sustainability Tips & Resources 



Every business should…
Install LED lighting + occupancy sensors

• Indoor, outdoor and exit signs
• ComEd Energy Efficiency Program offers 

HIGHER incentives for small businesses!
Screw-in HID



Every business should…



Every business should…
Program thermostats for off-peak hours

… or install programmable thermostats



Every business should…
Program thermostats for off-peak hour

… or install programmable thermostats



Every business should…
Improve waste sorting efforts.

Often, understanding what your hauler 
takes and creating/displaying new signage 
can help!

What often ends up in the recycling that 
is trash? Put it on the sign for GARBAGE!

Assessing waste streams can be your 
first step to identifying diversion & 
elimination opportunities.



Every business should…
Purchase less-toxic products.
• Cleaning supplies
• Paint
• Fiber-based products

Reduce disposable items in your 
business to reduce waste.

Always choose reusable and recyclable 
over disposable!



Every business should…
Investigate solar or renewable energy.

You don’t have to commit – explore what is 
available! 

Available Incentives:
• Federal tax credit: 30%
• State Renewable Energy Credits: 35-40%
• MACRS depreciation rate: 10-20%
• Total: 80-90% costs covered 

** Most incentives pay back within 1-2 years

Every 
situation/roof is 

different! 



Every business should…
Integrate sustainability into their 
company’s mission and/or values.
• Align it with a core value of your company
• Incorporate it into: job descriptions, 

employee training, new hire training, and 
report on progress annually.

Engage & inform staff in the process. 

“Workers feel they also need more 
information and training on how to help their 
company reach their sustainability goals.”

Times Magazine, August 2022 https://time.com/charter/6208773/sustainable-workplace-cx/



Every business should…

Start somewhere!
Don’t be afraid to try out new strategies.

It’s a journey – not a race.

Think about opportunities that will most benefit your 
business and start there.



Every business should…

Accomplish easy wins 
and 

keep going!

The Illinois Green Business Program 
is here to help.



Thank you!

Questions?
Cassie Carroll
217-300-6477

ccarrol2@illinois.edu
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